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Last of all, we come to the land of Boiotia, the most
civilized and to us most interesting of the states of the main-
land. Here alone, as we have seen, Minoan culture had
taken root in central Hellas and left the city-state as its
legacy ; and Boiotia gained much also from being in close
touch with the progressive and sea-minded states of Euboia
and the Saronic Gulf.
Already the Homeric muster-roll knows the Boiotians
as a great and numerous nation and enumerates twenty-
seven townships whose warriors follow their five lords l; but
when the Boiotian League was formally organized we cannot
say. It certainly was in existence in the sixth century, and
in all probability was already old then. Two local gatherings
helped to keep the sentiment of unity alive—one an
amphiktyony at Onchestos in the territory of Hahartos, at
a grove of Poseidon mentioned already in the Iliad and the
old Hymn to the Pythian Apollo,'2' the other in honour of
Athene Itonia at Itone near Koroneia, called the festival
of the Pamboiotia.3 The latter was thus a tribal and the
former a regional festival.
In the fifth and fourth centuries the League had a federal
executive in the board of eleven Boiotarchs, and we have a
list, dating from about 390 b.c., of the " constituencies " by
which these officers were elected.4 Though this document
refers to a period centuries later than ours, the evidence which
it gives as to the relative importance of the different cities
and parts of the country is not without interest. Seventeen
places are named, nearly all of which are on the list in the
occur separately. The tetrarchies can perfectly well be, as Thessalian tradition
said, groupings of the cities of an already self-conscious nation, instead of
the state a group of tetrarchies ; and this xs indeed suggested by the names
of the tetrarchies with their uniform ending in -cans. It looks as if they were
" cast in one mould " (C.A.H, iii, p. 603) very probably by " Aleuas the Red ".
The argument that Aleuas cannot have organized the Federation of Thessaly,
because he came from Pharsalos, and the union of Thessaly " must" have
started from Thessaliotis (Beloch) is, like too many of that great scholar's
arguments, altogether too arbitrary and a priori; as is the argument that
because Aleuas is the eponymous ancestor of a family, therefore he must be
mythical.
1 11. ii, 494 ff.	a 11 ii, 506 ; H.Zf. Apol. Pyth. 230 ; Str. ix, 412.
8 Str, ix, 411.	4 The papyrus Hellenika OxyrhyncUa, § xi.

